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The critical vision that bridges the gap into the future is 
our mindset, one of exploration, of investigation, of 
accepting new ways of doing new things. Those who 
become entrenched in the past, those who say, "This is 
the way we've always done it," will find that their 
vision of the future will be blurred by the speed of 
change. 

Education must come to grips with the technology 
revolution quickly, design and use new learning 
experiences, and teach more process skills than ever 
before. A mindset that encompasses creativity and 
subsequent innovation will be required if we are to 
explore and harness the potential offered by 
technologies. Futurists and educational reformers argue 
that new schools are needed for a new age, that the 
social power of technology will force us to redefine 
education, a task that will require a different mindset 
than educators have had in the past.  

From cameras built into walls, to student desk-mounted 
Promethean panels, to three-dimensional holographs 
and other technological infusions into school buildings, 
the impact on building design and maintenance can be 
expected to force significant change in future school 
construction and operation. 

The Facilities for the Future Trailblazer will present a 
panel of experts to aid in development of a school 
board vision that includes technologic impacts that are 
now mere hints of things to come. 

With a majority of Louisiana schools standing more 
than 50 years, most Louisiana school boards face 
imminent replacement or major renovation decisions.  
Board members with an eye on the current acceleration 
of technology used in classrooms, and a mindset open 
to change in facility development should be better 
equipped to create an optimum facility.  This 
Trailblazer is designed with that objective. 
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